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Justices 
decline to 


hear case 
on DACA 


Immigrant enrollees can 
apply for renewal; issue 
now returns to Congress 


BY DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND ROBERT BARNES 


The Supreme Court declined 
Monday to intervene in a legal 
battle over the fate of the “dream- 
ers” under President Trump, effec- 
tively extending a temporary re- 
prieve to young undocumented 
immigrants shielded from depor- 
tation and providing Congress 
more time to come up with a legis- 
lative solution. 

The high court rejected the 
Trump administration’s unusual 
request to bypass an appellate 
court and review a lower court’s 
injunction that has blocked 
Trump from terminating the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro- 
gram. 

The lower court said the nearly 
700,000 people already in the pro- 
gram may continue to apply for 
renewals of their work permits 
indefinitely beyond a March 5 
deadline Trump set for most of 
them to expire. The administra- 
tion is not required to accept new 
applicants for the program. 

Even as immigrant-rights advo- 
cates hailed the news, they em- 
phasized that DACA recipients re- 
main in limbo and fretted that 
lawmakers would be lulled into a 
false complacency after failing to 
strike a legislative deal this 
month. 

“We need to give young immi- 
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Panama to 
probe bizarre 
standoff at 
Trump hotel 


BY JOSHUA PARTLOW 
AND Davip A. FAHRENTHOLD 


PANAMA CITY — Last Thursday 
afternoon, the majority owner of 
the Trump International Hotel 
here in Panama arrived unex- 
pectedly in the building’s swank 
Sky Lobby with an entourage. 

He wanted to fire the Trump 
Organization, which has man- 
aged the hotel since it opened in 
2011. 

But the Trump Organization 
has refused to leave. 

Since that first confrontation, 
police have been called multiple 
times to referee disputes between 
owner Orestes Fintiklis — who 
blames the company’s poor man- 
agement and damaged brand for 
the hotel’s declining revenue — 
and the Trump Organization, 
which says it still has a valid 
contract to manage the place. 

Offices have been barricaded. 
Several yelling matches have bro- 
ken out. The power was briefly 
turned off, in a dispute over the 
building’s electronic equipment. 
At one point, Fintiklis — denied a 


Putin orders a daily ‘pause’ in Syria as U.N. cease-fire is ignored 


MOHAMMED BADRA/EPA-EFE/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Patients are treated after a weekend chlorine attack on Eastern Ghouta, outside Damascus, Syria. Attacks on the 
rebel-held enclave continued despite a cease-fire approved Saturday by the U.N. Security Council. On Monday, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a daily “humanitarian pause” for the besieged stronghold. Story, A9 


Democrats’ attack shifts as U.S. paychecks grow 


BY ERICA WERNER 


KOKOMO, IND. — Democrats pre- 
dicted a political backlash for 
Republicans in December when 
the GOP pushed through a deeply 
unpopular tax cut that added 
more than $1 trillion to the federal 
deficit and disproportionately 


helped the wealthy. 
But at the outset of the 2018 
campaign season, Democrats’ 


early optimism appears less well 
founded here, where Democrat 


Painting GOP tax cuts 
as a bad deal long-term 
may prove a tough sell 


Joe Donnelly is facing a tough 
Senate reelection fight. 

The new law is rising in popu- 
larity as businesses in Indiana 
and elsewhere trumpet bonuses 
and bigger paychecks. And while 


Donnelly and fellow Democrats 
struggle to craft a consistent at- 
tack on the law, Republicans — 
boosted by outside spending from 
groups backed by the billionaire 
Koch brothers and others — are 
united in touting the tax cuts and 
slamming moderate Democrats 
who voted against them. 

The three Republicans vying to 
replace Donnelly hit that point 
repeatedly as they met on a debate 
stage last week. 

“He said he would work for a 


tax plan that would help middle- 
class families,” said one of those 
candidates, Rep. Luke Messer. 
“We delivered a tax plan that 
helped middle-class families, and 

he was nowhere to be found.” 
Americans have just started to 
see the tax cut show up in their 
paychecks this month, and along 
with those boosts in pay have 
TAXES CONTINUED ON A5 


Go west: In California, Trump will 
review border-wall prototypes. A6 


Vernon Batley A A Fisher 


TS imer 


Cart 


DEATH VALLEY EXPEDITION - June 13, 189! 


BILL O'LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST 


A historical photograph belonging to the U.S. Geological Survey found at the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History. The Trump administration may shut 


Unit. 
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On the brink 
of extinction 


Historic biological survey 
agency among targets for cuts 


BY JULIET EILPERIN 


he four muskrats last roamed free 

on Nov. 20, 1908, near Farmington, 

N.M., when Clarence Birdseye 

trapped, skinned and delivered 
them to the nation’s capital. 

The naturalist would go on to become 
famous as the father of the frozen food 
industry. But on that fall day, Birdseye 
worked for one of the most prestigious 
scientific divisions in the U.S. government, 
a place now known as the Biological Survey 


More than 100 years later, the historic 
division is targeted for closure, part of a 
sweeping budget-cutting campaign by the 
Trump administration. With lawmakers 
poised next month to approve new priori- 
ties for agency funding for the first time 


since the president took office, the bureau- 


cratic bloodletting can officially begin. 

The Biological Survey Unit is hardly the 
only entity facing extinction. Dozens of 
long-standing programs are slated for ter- 


TRUMP CONTINUED ON A16 


down the agency’s Biological Survey Unit, which has been operating since the late 1800s. 
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Trump 
backs no 
specific 
sun bill 


HIS SUPPORT IS KEY, 
LAWMAKERS SAY 


President focuses on 
missteps before shooting 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND ANNE GEARAN 


President Trump stopped short 
Monday of a full-throated en- 
dorsement of any legislative pro- 
posals to tighten gun restrictions 
while lawmakers insisted that the 
fate of any changes lay in the 
president’s hands. 

While Senate leaders explored 
the possibility of passing a mod- 
est improvement to the national 
background-check system for 
firearm buyers, House action was 
uncertain, and Trump again 
turned attention away from guns 
and toward the various security 
breakdowns that preceded the 
Feb. 14 rampage inside Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla., that left 17 dead. 

Hosting dozens of governors at 
the White House on Monday, 
Trump reserved his harshest criti- 
cism for a local sheriff’s deputy 
who remained outside the school 
while Nikolas Cruz, the alleged 
shooter, targeted his former class- 
mates and faculty members. 

“You don’t know until you test 

GUNS CONTINUED ON A4 


Large drop: Gunmakers see lower 
share prices under Trump. A12 


Sheriff faces 


scruliny over 
response to 
Fla. shooting 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER, 
AARON C. DAVIS 
AND MARK BERMAN 


The chief law enforcement offi- 
cer responsible for safety at Flori- 
da’s Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School has become an un- 
likely political lightning rod two 
weeks after a mass shooting there 
claimed 17 lives, with his depart- 
ment coming under intense scru- 
tiny for its handling of the attack. 

Republican lawmakers have 
called for Broward County Sheriff 
Scott Israel to be suspended from 
his job for his department’s failure 
to follow up on warnings about 
the alleged shooter and its delayed 
response to the school on Feb. 14 
after gunfire was reported. Gov. 
Rick Scott (R) has asked the Flori- 
da Department of Law Enforce- 
ment to open a review of the sher- 
iff’s performance. And new scruti- 
ny has been placed on the admit- 
ted failures of the Broward 
sheriff’s office in responding to a 
separate 2017 mass shooting at the 
Fort Lauderdale airport. 

Concerns about Israel’s leader- 
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Surprise target The Taliban is waging a fierce 
fight in remote provinces of Afghanistan, where 
there are fewer security forces. A7 
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No progress 50 years after a historic report, a 
study finds a racial gulf in homeownership, 
unemployment and incarceration persists. A3 


THE NATION 
Beleaguered Veterans 
Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin retains Presi- 
dent Trump’s support, 
advocacy groups were 
told by Chief of Staff 
John F. Kelly. A6 
Discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orienta- 
tion violates civil rights 
law, a federal appeals 
court has ruled. A6 
Supreme Court jus- 
tices appear to have 
hardened their views on 
requiring government 
workers to pay union 
fees, and the justice like- 
ly to break a tie said 
nothing to hint at his 
position. All 


Former judge Roy 
Moore endorsed a GOP 
Senate candidate in Mis- 
souri who called femi- 
nists “she-devils.” A3 


THE WORLD 

In Iran, recent protests 
have given President 
Hassan Rouhani some 
leverage over the coun- 
try’s hard-line clerics, 
but it’s unclear whether 
he'll be able to use it to 
promote change. A8 

As the Trump adminis- 
tration sought to shake 
the “bloody nose” moni- 
ker used to describe its 
North Korea strategy, 
South Korea’s president 
urged both sides to be 


pragmatic in talks. A8 
The Chinese Commu- 
nist Party’s move to abol- 
ish presidential term lim- 
its prompts critics to re- 
call the despotic rule of 
Mao Zedong. A9 


THE ECONOMY 
President Trump 
seems to be leaning 
toward hard-line advis- 
ers as he evaluates key 
tariff decisions. A10 
Warren Buffett says 
his politics aren't part of 
his company’s invest- 
ments, as he discusses 
gun manufacturers. A11 
Deepwater drilling op- 
erations may pay lower 
royalty rates to the gov- 
ernment if a panel’s rec- 
ommendation is put in 
place. A11 


THE REGION 

Areport criticizes how 
the District handles 
criminal suspects who 
are thought to have 
mental health issues. B1 
Some Virginia law- 
makers want to toll off- 
peak traffic on Inter- 
state 66, where express 
lane tolls have reached 
$47 in recent weeks. B1 
A Maryland student 
facing weapons charges 
told detectives that he 
regularly brought a 
handgun with him to 
school, court documents 
indicate. B1 

West Virginia teachers 
continued their strike for 
a third day, with classes 
expected to be canceled 
Tuesday in all 55 state 
counties. B1 
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HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Heartfelt advice 
What to worry about (and 
not) in keeping your 
ticker in shape. E1 


STYLE 

No love lost 
Washington elites are 
fine not rubbing elbows 
with Team Trump. C1 
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